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Darlington Trail 

 
 

 
Point of interests’ information 

1. Piercebridge Roman Fort 

Piercebridge Roman Fort is one of a number of forts built along Dere Street, which was one 
of the most important roads in Roman Britain. 

 
2. St Edwin’s Church 

Norman, dates from 1170, spire added in 13th C. Dedicated to Edwin, King of Northumbria 
(who also declared himself overking of all England), who converted to Christianity in 627. 
 

3. Spotted Dog 
Named after a foxhound, called Blue Cap, who won a race at Newmarket with a wager with 
a stake of 500 guineas in 1792. 
 

4. Tees Cottage Pumping Station 
Tees Cottage Pumping Station is a Victorian waterworks which began supplying water to 
Darlington in 1849. It is a Scheduled Ancient Monument with two completely original 
pumping engines in full working order. These are displayed running under their pumping 
load on about four weekends each year. One engine is a two-cylinder compound steam 
beam engine, still supplied from its original Lancashire boilers and driving its original 
pumps. The other engine is a two-cylinder gas engine, the largest preserved example in 
Europe, also driving its original pumps. 
 

5. Stapleton 
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6. South Park 

It was known originally as Belasses Park, then the People’s Park. Eventually, it came to be 
called South Park, and currently extends to some 26 hectares (91 acres). It has always 
been a popular recreational venue and, after recent Heritage Lottery funding, is more 
attractive than ever – playing host to regular concerts and other events. It boasts a lake, 
bandstand, skateboard park, games area, education centre, café, and rock, rose and 
sensory gardens. There is also, of course, the famous aviary – once the home of Max the 
foul-mouthed parrot. 

 
7. Snipe Pond 

A locally important fishing site looked after by the Friends of Snipe Pond community group. 
The group have created new wildflower meadows, a pocket park and help to manage the 
site through vegetation control, improving paths and litter picking. The pond itself was part 
of a Victorian sewage treatment works, acting as a settlement pond. Some of the original 
machinery can still be seen. 
 

8. Church of St Peter 
 

9. Croft Bridge 
The Bridge was built in the 15th century to replace a previous timber bridge that was 
washed away in floods in 1356. It is the first point a new Bishop of Durham crosses into his 
diocese and is the scene of an entrance ceremony for the Bishop who is presented with the 
Conyers falchion, reputed to be the sword that was used to slay the Sockburn Worm or 
dragon that once terrorised the local area. 
 

10. Hurworth 
 

11. Rockliffe Hall 
Original plans for the house date to 1774 but it wasn’t until the turn of the century that the 
hall and estate started taking shape. Records form the 1820’s list it as Pilmore House and it 
was owned by Robert Surtees, the county historian. In 1851 it was owned by Robert 
Backhouse who began major developments, including landscaping of the gardens by Alfred 
Waterhouse and at this time the estate became known as the Rockliffe Hall Estate. Robert 
Backhouse was so wealthy that he built his favourite nephew a mansion over the road as a 
wedding present. The mansion is now Hurworth Grange Community Centre. It was 
subsequently owned by Lord Southampton and in 1950 it was bought by the Brothers of St 
John of God and turned into a hospital. It was bought by Middlesbrough Football Club in 
1996 and turned into a training ground and in 2006 a 5 star hotel with the longest golf 
course in Europe. 
 

12. Medieval Settlement of Dalton on Tees 
 

13. House on Church Lane, The Friary 
Reputed to have been bought by George Stephenson, the railway pioneer, for his two 
sisters to live in. The house was divided into two living areas that were just connected by a 
shared bathroom. This information was given by Mr Jack Havakin of 8 Church Lane, who 
used to own the property. 
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14. Low Dinsdale Bridge 

The Bridge at Low Dinsdale is the third one, replacing a previous bridge first built by Rev. 
W. S. Temple to allow workers from the Surtees Estate to cross the Tees to the church. 
 

15. St John the Baptist Church 
The church site at Low Dinsdale is possibly 12/13th century, although the present building 
is 19th century. There are ancient stones in the church itself and in the graveyard, some of 
Viking origin. 

 
16. Low Dinsdale Manor 

The manor house at Low Dinsdale is partially medieval and is within a complex of 
earthworks. The manor was originally a fortified settlement owned by the Siward family, 
who later changes their name to Surtees (sur tees – on the Tees). The current house was 
built in 1536 and has been added to at various dates. The bridge over the dried out moat 
has the carved crest of the Surtees family on it. It is a very ancient settlement from Danish 
times and a house on this site was mentioned in the first Doomsday Book as DIRNESHALE 
or DIGNESHALE. Later members of the family include Bessie Surtees who eloped with a 
future Lord Chancellor and Robert Surtees, the famous county historian, who also lived at 
Rockliffe Hall. 
 

17. All Saints Church 
The ancient church of All Saints dates back to pre-Conquest times and holds a regionally 
important collection of Viking carved stones including hogback grave markers in the 
restored Conyers Chapel. The rest of the church comprises the remains of walls and 
windows, surrounded by the old graveyard. 
 
 
 


